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LVS Teachers: 

 Beyond the Summer Program 

     ñFor students, the first 

day of school is an over-

powering avalanche of 

emotions: excitement, 

nervousness, anticipation. 

The first day of Summer-

bridge was no exception. 

When my first ten students 

walked into the classroom, 

I could see the anxiety on 

their faces. As I stood at 

the front of a classroom for 

the very first time, ten 

pairs of eyes staring back 

at me, I wondered if they 

could tell that my own 

stomach was full of butter-

flies. I spend the first days, 

even weeks, of Summer-

bridge easing into my new 

role as a teacher. By the 

close of the summer, I felt 

like a seasoned veteran. In 

September, I began teach-

ing sixth grade Spanish at 

Moravian Academy Mid-

dle School. My experience 

at Summerbridge has pre-

pared me well. Writing 

lesson plans is a breeze. If 

a part of my lesson goes 

awry during class, I re-

group and move on with-

out batting an eye.  

     There are times when 

the responsibilities of be-

ing a teacher are 

overwhelming 

and nerve-

wracking. How-

ever, I relish 

these times as a 

reminder that 

teaching is an 

exciting, dy-

namic field. As a 

teacher, I never 

know what to 

expect from a 

class on any 

given day, but 

Summerbridge 

has given me the 

finesse to think 

on my feet and lead my stu-

dents no matter what.ò 

     These are the words of 

Lisa Cheung, former Lehigh 

Valley Summerbridge 

teacher and current Mora-

vian Academy Spanish 

teacher.  Lisaôs story is not 

unique, Lehigh Valley Sum-

merbridge teachers do leave 

the program with more ex-

perience and better prepared 

than their peers.  Where else 

can college-age students 

gain actual teaching experi-

ence in charge of their own 

classrooms than at LVS?                         

 Kaitlyn McEnrue taught 
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Lisa Cheung, Moravian  

Academy 6th Grade Spanish Teacher 

with Lehigh Valley Sum-

merbridge last summer and 

is currently teaching sec-

ond grade in the Baltimore 

City School District.  She 

shared an experience simi-

lar to Lisaôs.  ñI am so 

thankful that I had the op-

portunity to teach for the 

Lehigh Valley Summer-

bridge Program because I 

believe that it has fully 

prepared me for my teach-

ing career.  I am currently 

a second grade teacher in 

the Baltimore  
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Search ñLehigh Valley Summerbridgeò for information and updates. 

 

Alumni students and faculty can also join our alumni groups. 
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City School District.  From 

classroom management to 

planning lessons, my day 

can be very busy.  I feel that 

working at Summerbridge 

helped prepare me for the 

many challenges and re-

wards that I face daily.  I 

have a wonderful relation-

ship with both my students 

and fellow teachers.  And, I 

feel extremely comfortable 

in the classroom.  Many 

teachers have come up to me 

and said, óWe can't believe 

that you are a first year 

teacher.  You teach as if you 

have been teaching for 

years.ô I just smile and thank 

the Summerbridge Program 

for preparing me for this 

wonderful journey.  If it 

wasn't for the program, I do 

not feel that I would be as 

prepared and successful as I 

am today.ò 

     This sentiment is also 

echoed by the professional 

teachers who work with 

Summerbridgeôs former fac-

ulty.  Janet Barry is a 6th 

grade social studies teacher 

and Department Coordinator 

at Easton Area Middle 

School.  She is currently 

working with former sum-

mer teacher Stephanie Can-

gelosi through her student 

teaching placement.      

     ñI have had the pleasure 

of hosting Stephanie Cange-

losi in my sixth-grade social 

studies classroom for the 

past several weeks,ò explains 

Miss Barry.  ñBecause of her 

experience with Summer-

bridge, Miss Cangelosi was 

well-prepared regarding the 

writing and implementation 

of lesson plans, as well as 

aligning PA Standards to her 

objectives.  Armed with a 

myriad of methods and ac-

tivities to use with sixth-

graders, Miss Cangelosi was 

immediately able to develop 

a rapport with the children in 

her charge.  Without a doubt, 

working with middle school-

aged children at Summer-

bridge offered Miss Cange-

losi the confidence to help 

her in this placement.ò 

     Stephanie echoed these 

sentiments with her own re-

flections, ñSummerbridge 

has helped me an enormous 

amount while preparing for 

student teaching. I do not 

think I would be as prepared 

to enter the classroom if it 

were not for the experience I 

had this past summer. Sum-

merbridge taught me how to 

run my own classroom, as 

well as help me to help my 

students succeed in and out 

of the classroom. Teaching 

math at Summerbridge 

taught me that teaching is 

not always going to be easy, 

but it most certainly be 

worth it when I see all that 

my students are learning.ò           

     Lehigh Valley Summer-

bridge is proud of the many 

accomplishments of its for-

mer faculty members and 

happy to help prepare them 

for their journey of life long 

learning. 

Beyond the Summer Program (Conôt from page 1) 

Kaitlyn McEnrue, 2nd grade 

teacher, Baltimore City SD 
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Enjoy an afternoon of Laser Tag 
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     On Saturday, November 

14th, Lehigh Valley Sum-

merbridge students and fac-

ulty enjoyed an afternoon of 

Laser Tag at Planet Trog in 

Whitehall.  Approximately 

35 students attended the 

weekend event and a good 

time was had by all.  

     Every month, Lehigh 

Valley Summerbridge stu-

dents and faculty gather for a 

field trip that reunites old 

friends from the summer 

program.  Since each of our 

9 partner schoolsô tutoring 

sites run independently, this 

is often the only chance stu-

dents from different schools 

have to reconnect.  

     Our first trip of the month 

was a visit to the Haunted 

Mill in Tatamy.  This trip 

was also well attended and a 

big success.   

     The last trip of the Fall 

semester was a movie night 

at the Moravian Academy 

Middle School.  Students 

choose from two holiday 

films to view.   

     Trips planned for the 

Spring semester will include 

bowling, hiking, and ice 

skating.  In addition, stu-

dents in each schoolôs tutor-

ing program will spend an 

afternoon visiting a local 

college.   

     Our final event of the 

year will be our 8th Grade 

Graduation.  Look for more 

information about upcoming 

trips on our website at 

www.lvsummerbridge.org. 

Lehigh Valley Summerbridge students at Planet Trog in Whitehall. 


