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Lehigh Valley Summerbridge Names Dotty Burcaw  
New Advisory Board Chair 

2008 Summer Dates 
 

June  9   Faculty Orientation  
June 16  Summer Program Begins  
July 26   Celebration 

     In the spring of 2007, 
Lehigh Valley Summer-
bridge began to assemble a 
new group of Advisory 
Board members.  With a 
renewed focus on fund-
raising, the board would 
oversee finance, marketing, 
and strategic planning as 
well.   
  With some new individu-
als and some old board 
members expressing an in-
terest in the board, the fo-
cus on finding and recruit-
ing a new chairperson oc-
cupied our late summer and 
early fall efforts.    
   Early in the Fall of 2007, 
Moravian Academy Head-
master George King asked 
the Revend Dotty Burcaw 
to chair the LehighValley 
Summerbridge Advisory 
Board.  She gladly ac-
cepted. 
     “I see the mission of the 
Advisory Board as encour-
aging the continuation of 
the program through pro-
viding supportive leader-
ship to the staff, developing 
new and creative methods 
of fund raising that will 

eventually lead to financial 
independence for the Sum-
merbridge Program,” states 
Burcaw.   
     Although Burcaw is new 
to the Lehigh Valley Sum-
merbridge Advisory Board, 
she is not new to Moravian 
Academy.                                         
     As the former Director 
of the Moravian Academy 
Middle School, Rev. Bur-
caw crossed paths briefly 
with the Summerbridge 
program.  “Former Mora-
vian Academy Headmaster  
Peter Sipple returned from 
an independent schools 
meeting in 1991 with the 
enthusiastic commitment to 
begin Summerbridge.  He 
was so positive that we 
could develop this program 
for under achieving middle 
school students, many from 
lower income families, that 

I caught some of his vision.  
By 1995, when I left the 
Academy, the program was 
thriving.” 
     Rev. Burcaw is cur-
rently the Chaplain at Mo-
ravian Hall Square in Naz-
areth. 
     Stepping in as Lehigh 
Valley Summerbridge Ad-
visory Board Vice Chair is 
Freddy Vasta.  
     Mr. Vasta is an alumni 
of Moravian Academy and 
currently works for ABCO 
of Northampton, LLC as a 
Sales Manager and PA & 
NJ Title Officer.  
     Lehigh Valley Summer-
bridge is fortunate to have 
the leadership and vision of 
Rev. Burcaw and Mr. Vasta 
leading our renewed Advi-
sory Board.  For a complete 
list of Advisory Board 
members please see page 4. 
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Catching-up with our Alumni Teachers  

     Lehigh Valley Summer-
bridge is proud to announce 
that all six of our graduat-
ing alumni faculty have 
found full-time profes-
sional teaching positions. 
     While the teaching ap-
plication is rigorous (we 
hire only top-notch college 
applicants), we do take 
pride in the fact the we 
have helped to prepare a 
new class of educators for a 
career in teaching. 
     Brenda Belfiglio, former  
LVS writing teacher, is 
teaching high school Eng-
lish in the Chichester 
School District in Booth-
wyn, PA.   
     Brenda credits Summer-
bridge with a smooth tran-
sition from college to pro-
fessional teaching.      
     “Summerbridge helped 
me to enter the classroom 
with the confidence and 
professionalism of an ex-
perienced educator.” 
     Brenda also indicates 
that LVS’s focus on con-
temporary teaching meth-
ods and technology integra-
tion also impacted her style 
of teaching. 
     “Summerbridge helped 
me to understand the im-
portance and reward of tak-
ing risks in the classroom 
and thinking outside the 
box of traditional educa-
tion,” Brenda recalls.   

     “In addition, Summer-
bridge allowed me to gain 
invaluable classroom ex-
perience with integrating 
the most up-to-date technol-
ogy available.” 
     Former Lehigh Valley 
Summerbridge math 
teacher Courtney Hall 
echo’s Brenda’s sentiments, 
“There is no doubt that 
Summerbridge played a 
huge part in preparing me 
for my first year of teach-
ing; it gave me the confi-
dence to stand in front of 
my students everyday and 
know I am making a differ-
ence."   
     Courtney is current 
teaching at her alma mater, 
Cocalica High School in-
Denver, PA.  She is teach-
ing ninth through eleventh 

grade mathematics. 
     Four other members of the 
LVS faculty are currently 
teaching professionally.  
They include: former LVS 
English teacher, Bridget 
Dokland (11th and 12th 
grade English, Emmaus High 
School), former LVS litera-
ture teacher, Sarah Kalish 
(10th-12th grade Spanish, 
Spring Ford High School in 
Collegeville, PA), former 
LVS literature teacher, Jenna 
Ochershausen (New Hope 
Academy in Yardley, PA, 9th 
–12th grade Spanish), and 
former LVS math teacher 
Renee Sakos (4th grade, Old 
York School in Branchburg, 
NJ.) 
     We wish all our alumni 
faculty the best success as in 
their professional careers.  

Courtney Hall, bottom right, and her LVS students on a field trip 



� �� �	 ��
�� �� �		�� �
 �������
��� �� ��
	����� �� � ��������� � ���� ��� ���

Fall 2007 School Year Review  

     The Lehigh Valley Sum-
merbridge after school pro-
gram has concluded for the 
fall 2007 semester.  LVS    
provided tutoring and en-
richment for nine schools in 
the Allentown, Bethlehem, 
and Easton school districts.        
     Raub Middle School was 
lead by Lauren Berner 
(senior, Lehigh University) 
and Jessica Smagler (senior, 
Lehigh University).  The 
students there focused on 
studying various artists and 
methods of creativity.   
     Jessie Swartz (junior, 
Moravian College) was in 
charge of Northeast Middle 
School and her students 
learned about current 
events.   
     Nitschmann Middle 
School students produced 
planetary brochures focus-
ing on the nine planets of 
the solar system.  They were 
led by Jenn Schwingham-
mer (senior, Lehigh Univer-
sity).   
     Veronica Howell 
(graduate student, Lehigh 
University) taught students 
at St. Jane’s about various 
urban legends.   
     Broughal Middle School 
students were led by Olivia 
Vellios (senior, Lehigh Uni-
versity).  The students 
learned environmental re-
sponsibility and how they 

impact the environment on 
a daily basis.   
     Matt Wolf (1st year 
graduate student, Lehigh 
University) and Drew Ben-
son (senior Moravian Col-
lege) were supervisors at 
Shawnee Middle School.  
Students there worked on 
producing brochures of 
various world cultures.  In 
addition, they blogged 
about their work.   
     At East Hills Middle 
School, the students learned 
about basic psychology and 
were led by Marisa Brau 
(senior, Moravian Acad-
emy) and Cassidy Thomas 
(junior, Moravian College).    
     Lori Wehr (Director, 
Summerbridge) was in 
charge of the site at Holy 

Infancy School.  There the 
students created biographic 
blogs about a person they 
found inspirational.  Their 
blogs can be found on the 
LVS website.    
     Assistant Director, Jarred 
Weaver and the students at 
Harrison-Morton Middle 
School discussed various cur-
rent events.   
     In addition, students at-
tended several field trips 
throughout the past three 
months.   
     The after school tutoring 
sites relied on volunteers 
from Moravian College, Le-
high University, and Mora-
vian Academy.   
     The after school program 
will resume the last week in 
January. 

East Hills student Janice Lee with Site Supervisor Marisa Brau 
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Funding and Support Provided by: 
 

110 Front Communications, A1 Printing, Air Products and Chemicals, Inc., B. Braun Inc, The 
Will R. Beitel Children’s Foundation, Susan Brew, Mr. and Mrs. Walter W. Buckley, Jr., The 
Century Fund, Mrs. Patricia Chase, Mrs. Carolyn Conard, Mr. Martin Cohen, Christmas City 
Printing, Just Born, Inc., Mrs. and Mrs. Jeffery Feather, Mr. and Mrs. Roberto Fischmann, 
Mrs. Marlene O. Fowler, Mr. and Mrs. Raymond B. Holton, Keystone National Bank & Trust, 
Laidlaw Bus Company, M.C.S. Industries, Inc., N-vison, The Rider-Pool Foundation, The RJ 
Foundation, Dr. and Mrs. Gordon L. Sommers, Sara Simons, Second Harvest Food Bank, Jo-
seph Viechnicki, The Wachovia Foundation, Walgreens Pharmacy, and Herman Waldman.  

Voting Members 
 
Chair, Rev. Dotty Burcaw 
Moravian Hall Sq. 
Vice Chair, Mr. Freddy Vasta 
ABCO of Northampton, LLC 
Mardi McGuire-Closson 
Northampton Community College 
Mr. Matt McQueen 
Bear Stearns 
Ms. Heather Myers 
Russell Investment 
Dr. Tina Richardson 
Lehigh University 
Mr. Michael Scheller 
RJ Family Foundation 
Mr. Scott Seymour 
Great Scott Financial 
Mr. Eric Shuler 
Crayola LLC 
Mrs. Kelly Simpson 
Broughal Middle School 
Ms. Kathleen Theodorou 
Air Products and Chemicals, Inc. 

Mrs. Nereida Villanueva 
Lehigh Valley Hospital 
Mrs. Sharon Zondag 
Northampton Community College 
 
Advisors 
 
Mr. George King 
Moravian Academy 
Mr.  Jack May 
Moravian Academy 
Mrs. Ann Mindler 
Moravian Academy 
Mr. Jarred Weaver 
Lehigh Valley Summerbridge 
Mrs. Lori Wehr 
Lehigh Valley Summerbridge 
 
Honorary Chairs 
Mrs. Linny Fowler 
Philanthropist, Community Activist 
Rev. Peter Sipple 
Former Headmaster, Moravian Academy 
LVS Founder 

LVS Advisory Board 


