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Reflecting on My Summerbridge Experience 

 
Upcoming Events 

 
Jan. 1, 2009 Faculty Applications Available  
 Online 
 
Jan. 31, 2009 Returning Teacher Applications  
 Due 
 
April 1, 2009 New Teacher Applications Due 

By Matt Wolf  
Former LVS math teacher 
 
      As I enter the fourth 
month of my young profes-
sional teaching career, I 
find myself reflecting on 
the experiences I shared 
with the staff and students 
of the Lehigh Valley Sum-
merbridge program.  For 
two years, I had the privi-
lege of working with a 
group of the most enthusi-
astic pre-professional 
teachers and some of the 
brightest students from all 
over the Lehigh Valley.  
The unforgettable experi-
ences we shared helped 
prepare me for my future 
career and provided me 
with the confidence to take 
the leap from college stu-
dent to professional educa-
tor. 
     Two aspects of the 
Summerbridge program 
foster a productive and 
beneficial learning environ-
ment: the students and the 
teachers.  The students are 
extraordinary because they 
choose to sacrifice their 
typical summer activities in 
order to attend Summer-
bridge.  These students 

want to be a part of the pro-
gram and this desire to learn, 
grow, and socialize is evi-
dent in the enthusiasm they 
bring to the classroom.  This 
enthusiasm is cultivated and 
intensified by the remarkable 
young teachers of the Sum-

merbridge staff.  These 
teachers are provided with 
the first classroom and 
group of students that they 
can proudly call their own 
– a momentous step on the 
path to making education a 

Con’t on page 2 
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lifelong career.   
     This feeling of ownership 
allows teachers to apply 
novel educational practices 
and innovative classroom 
activities in order to become 
a more effective instructor.  
Additionally, encouraged 
collegial sharing, informal 
observations, and team 
building exercises among 
faculty members and admin-
istrators provide a strong 
support network that builds 
individual confidence and 
promotes collective success. 
     When I first became in-
volved with the Summer-
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bridge program, I had no 
idea of the positive impact it 
would have on my life as an 
educator.  Typically, a col-
lege student studying educa-
tion has a strong background 
in out-of-classroom activities 
such as lesson planning, but 
has limited in-class instruc-
tional experience frequently 
resulting from a brief student 
teaching or internship pro-
gram.  Summerbridge offers 
a setting in which out-of-
classroom preparation can be 
applied in a real world con-
text.  New teachers gain a 
greater appreciation by di-
rectly experiencing the ef-
fects of introduction and 

conclusion activities, transi-
tions, and classroom man-
agement on the efficiency of 
a classroom.  With the ex-
perience that Summerbridge 
afforded me, I gained greater 
confidence in my abilities as 
an educator and this assur-
ance has lead to increased 
success in my current profes-
sional career. 
     I feel fortunate to have 
been a part of such an influ-
ential and beneficial pro-
gram and I will never forget 
my time with Lehigh Valley 
Summerbridge, nor will I 
forget the colleagues I 
worked with or the students 
that I taught. 

Summerbridge Field Trips 

    This fall Lehigh Valley 
Summerbridge students had 
the opportunity to attend two 
field trips with Lehigh Val-
ley Summerbridge.   
     In late October, our 7th 
and 8th graders braved the 
stormy weather to visit the 
Haunted Mill in Tatamy.  
Sponsored by the Tatamy 
Fire Company, the Haunted 
Mill provided plenty of op-
portunity for screams and 
scares.   
     In mid November, Sum-
merbridge students were 
treated to and afternoon of 

laser tag at Planet Trog.  
Traditionally a well-attended 
event, this year’s trip did not 
disappoint.  Students who 
attended the trip “had a 
blast”.   
     In December, stu-
dents enjoyed Bolt in 
3D at the Carmike 
movie theatre. 
     Other trips planned 
for this year include 
trip to the bowling, 
and Iron Pigs game, 
and ice skating.  In 
addition, our 8th grad-
ers are looking for-

ward to the 8th grade trip to 
Dorney Park.  For more in-
formation about our upcom-
ing trips, visit our website at 
www.lvsummerbridge.org.     

LVS students enjoying the movie Bolt 
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Moving Forward 

     Student teaching is the 
culminating experience for 
an education major.  We 
wish the following Fall 08 
Site Supervisors well as they 
undertake their student 
teaching internships in the 
Spring of 2009.   
     Lauren Berner has been 
running our tutoring site at 
Northeast Middle School.  
Lauren is pursuing a degree 
from Lehigh University in 
Math and Secondary Educa-
tion. 
     Amanda Connor and 
Stephanie Falcone have been 
in charge of our tutoring site 
at East Hills Middle School.  
Amanda, from Moravian 
College, plans a career as an 
art teacher.  Stephanie is pur-
suing a degree in Secondary 
Education and English from 
Moravian College. 
     Kristina Nied has been 
our Site Supervisor at 
Nitschmann Middle School.  
Kristina is pursuing a degree 
in Secondary Education and 
English.  

Olivia Vellios and her students at Broughal Middle School 

     Jen Schwinghammer and 
Jessica Smagler have been 
supervising our tutoring site 
at Shawnee Middle School.  
Both are pursuing degrees in 
Secondary Education and 
Mathematics from Lehigh 
University. 
     Cassidy Thomas is a Sec-
ondary Education and Math 
major from Moravian Col-
lege.  Cassidy is our Site Su-

pervisor at Raub Middle 
School.  
     Olivia Vellios, our Site 
Supervisor at, Broughal is 
pursuing a degree in elemen-
tary education from Lehigh 
University. 
     Lehigh Valley Summer-
bridge is currently interview-
ing candidates for Site Su-
pervisor positions for the 
Spring of 2009. 

Teaching with Lehigh Valley Summerbridge 
 

Applications for summer teaching positions will be available on our website 
www. lvsummerbridge.org after January 1, 2009 

 
Educational coursework and experience working  

with middle school students preferred 
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Funding and Support Provided by: 
 

110 Front Communications, A1 Printing, Air Products and Chemicals, 
The Will R. Beitel Children’s Foundation, Mrs. Susan Brew, Mr. and 
Mrs. Walter W. Buckley, Jr., Rev. Dotty Burcaw, The Century Fund, 
Mrs. Patricia Chase, Mrs. Mardi McGuire-Closson, Mrs. Carolyn 
Conard, Mr. Martin Cohen, Christmas City Printing, Crayola Inc., 
Mrs. Jen Dorman, Just Born, Inc., Mrs. and Mrs. Jeffery Feather, Mr. 
and Mrs. Roberto Fischmann, Mrs. Marlene O. Fowler, Mrs. Felicite 
Gibson, Mr. and Mrs. Raymond B. Holton, Keystone National Bank & 
Trust, Moravian Academy, Mr. Matt McQueen, M.C.S. Industries, 
Inc., N-Vison, Mrs. Heather Myers, The Rider-Pool Foundation, Dr. 
Tina Richardson, The RJ Foundation, The Russell Investment Group, 
Mr. Michael Scheller, Mr. Scott Seymour, Mr. Eric Shuler, Mrs. Kelly 
Simpson, Dr. and Mrs. Gordon L. Sommers, Second Harvest Food 
Bank, Mrs. Kathleen Theodorou, Mr. Freddy Vasta, Mr. Joseph 
Viechnicki, The Wachovia Foundation, Walgreens Pharmacy, Mr. 
Herman Waldman, Mrs. Sharon Zondag, Mr. Bob Zaiser 

LVS Advisory Board 
 
Voting Members 
 
Rev. Dotty Burcaw, Chair, Mr. Freddy Vasta, Vice Chair, Mr. Scott Seymour, Treasurer, 
Ms. Heather Myers, Secretary, Mr. Todd Chambers, Mrs. Mardi McGuire-Closson, Mrs.  
Jennifer Dorman, Mrs. Felicite Gibson, Mr. Matt McQueen, Dr. Tina Richardson,  
Mr. Michael Scheller, Mr. Eric Shuler, Ms. Kathleen Theodorou, Mrs. Nereida 
Villanueva, Mrs. Sharon Zondag 
 
Advisors 
Mr. George King, Headmaster Moravian Academy, Mr.  Jack May, Mrs. Ann Mindler 
Mr. Jarred Weaver, Mrs. Lori Wehr, Mr. Bob Zaiser 
 
Honorary Chairs 
Mrs. Linny Fowler 
Rev. Peter Sipple 

 
Attention Alumni:   

Your Help is Needed 
 

     Be on the lookout for 
an alumni student survey.  
Your input and prompt 
response would be greatly 
appreciated.   
 


